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Newsletter Editor: Hon. Treasurer:. — 
Charles Barnerd, . Miss Ann Todd, 

16, Priory Close, 9, Woodstock Road, 
Woking, Surrey. Alperton, Midcélesex. 


This is surely the happiest newsletter yet issued... It is now 
nearing the end of the month in which we held our first live recital 
of the Society at Leighton House, and the memory of it is stili vivid, 
It is difficult to know where to begin with praises and thanks, but 
I feel sure none will be offended if I start by saying "thank you" 
to members, and friends: for their saplendid support.: Leighton House 
is not the most accessible plave, and the évening was somewhat foggy, 
but seventy persons camo along, and the committee was more than | 
rewarded sor its efforts. 


Our very grateful thanks are duc to the DELIUS TRUST, whose 
generous contribution of £50 made -it nossible for us to out on ‘this’ 
concert without causing the funds of the Society: -to wither away and 
perish, It was a oe pleasure to have with us Mr. Emanuel, with 
Mrs. Emgnuel, and Felix Aprahemian, representing: not only: the 
Delius Tfust but ne as the very best vossible friehis of the Society, 
We also thank Mr. Mahony, who unfortunately could not be prusent, 


We remember particularly Mr. Emanuel's sympathy and encourege- 
mént in August. of: la->t. yaar, when We wero. heving .fome. difficulty in 
finding a venue ‘for this. concert. 


We were ‘algo harpy to have with us on this occasion 
Miss Kathleen long, the distinguished. pianist, whom many members . 
obviously recognised with pleasure, 


The artistes, Wilfred Brown, tenor; Gordon Stewart, piano; 
and Sheila Nelson, violin; performed the lst and 3rd violin sonatas, 
and ten songs, and the epplause left no doubt that. gore yon: PROS 
their performances to the full. 


‘However, we do not wish to detract from tie eneretes ehenwe Bay 
that it wes Mr. Eric Fenby, our illustrious President, who put the 
final seal on our success, though we know he would modestly Gisclain 
this. In his opening romerks, Mr. Fenby. said that he was happy 
that the Society had been formed from the sponteneous desire of the 
members themselves to have euch an organisation. He had long 
recognised the need for such a Society, but in view of his own 
special rolationship with Delius had not fcoit it appropriete to 
take the first stens himself, Mr..Fenby then went on to praise : 
“the carly work-done for the Society, notably. by our moegers ~memb ors 
Dr. Gibson, and thanked. the Delius Trust. 


Our Secretary hee acked to say that she’ ‘warinly iis. all 
members who helped her by makinc their reservations well in advance 
for Leighton House y and commiseratées with thoso members (Mr. Stafford 
and Miss Coleman ‘phoned on the dey, and Mr, Kitching has. since — 
written) who through for or illness were unable to be present in 
svite of heving notificd their intontions to attend the concert. 


Lattere. were eceived from Sir Thomas Lrnistrong and Lord Boothby, 
regretting . thet Abscnce from London made it impossible for them to . 
be present on the Uth, but sending us best wishes, an@ Sir Melcolm 


Sargent's secretary wrote as follows, on the 19th December, 1963:-— 
/ "Sir Malcolm 


2. 
“Sir Malcolm was very interested to see your letter and leaflet. 


"Unfortunately he cannot be with you on the Yth January but sends 
his best wishes for a successful evening. Sir Malcolm enjoyed the 
performance of "Late Swallows" in Houston and he has suggested it for 
& performance in the Proms next year. 


“Sir Malcolm sends his best wishes to the Society.". 


Many members had not previously visitod Leighton House and 
expressed their delight at such pleasant surroundings. The ground 
floor is a perfect imitation of a moslem palace, without being either 
ostentatious or vulgar. It would be a wonderful place for & 
performence of "Hassan"! mo, 


The studio of Lord Leighton, who was obviously a very auccess- 
ful Victorian painter, is now used for recitals and meetings. 
(The only objection was that it tended to be too resonant). 


An unforgettable evening, and >erhaps the atmosxhere of 
success was heightened by the knowlcdge thet only that morning. 
Peterborough in the Daily Telegrph had given the Society some 

-excellent publicity! * 


“Editor's notes We have to thank our Chairman for arranging 
this happy eugury of the evening's eventa. 


We are so sorry thet wo were not abte to offer members refresh- 
nents on the 4Yth Jenuary, due to catering restrictions at Leighton 
Houses I must say I could not imagine partaking of anything othcr 
then sheep's eyes and rice in such gorgeous surroundings {we apologise 
to the vegetarians among us), We hove however to make up for this at 
our next two events, which are:- 


April 7th, at 7.30 pam. "In Search sf Delius" 


An illustratcd lecture toe be given by Mrs. Dugmore, one of our 
nember 3, from Sottinghen, which will be held et the Holborn Library, 
32, Theobalds Roed, W. C. 1. %In Mrs. Dugmorc's own words, 

‘Phe first helf hour will take us to Solano......The second heif 
-hour will tekc us to the high mountains of Norway." 


I am sure wo ere due for a most interesting and informative 
evening, with refreshments! 


May 2nd, suggested time 2.30 pam, Annual General Meeting 


We had been having some difficulty in finding a venue for our 
Annual General Meeting (with refreshments!) but following a personal 


call at the library by Committee member, Mr. Rodney Meadows, this |. 
has now been booked for the Holborm Library (addércss already given) 
for May 2nd, i.e. 32 Theobalds Road, London, W. C. 4. 


Whether this is a coneession is still not entirely clear, but 
-Af-in fact we can (contrary to our previous understanding) have 
meetings there on a Saturdey in the afternoon, we might find this 
extremely useful. . 


(It may bo possible, just for this one occasion, to get an 
extension after 6 p.m. so-thet we can heve a social ovening #ith 
members who may not cthorwise be able to get along to our meetings). 


/ Mr. Kitching 


Be 


Mr. Kitching - a Derby member - who attended our meeting at the 
Holborn Library on the 29th November last, has kindly sent us the 
following contribution ie our newsletter. 


“DERBY DELIAN GOES TO_ TOWN 


"It was with some trepidatton that-a Delian from the provinces 
ventured.te the metropolis for.a-meeting.with.the;elders and betters 
of ‘the ‘Soctety, on the 29th Novemper 1963. i 


"On arrival at thé Holborn Public: Library, where | the meeting took 
place, he was impressed by the contemporary setting. He had rather 
expected to slip in unheralded and likewise to-leave unnoticed, but 
before he hed much chance -to view the nvictures en view, he was welcomed 
and asked who -he was and whence he came. His reply to the latter - 
question "Derby" apneared to cause some consternation and surprise, 
and he Wes immediately introduced to ~ it seemed - everybody. 


"By the. ‘time the. neeting begen, Derby Delian was “feeling very much 
at home, and he felt: more so when the time.came to eat the: delicious | 
refreshments provided by the ladies on the. committes. - 


tne” programme was interesting ‘and veried.’ The prinel pal event 
of the evening was the playing of a tape kindly lent by Mr, and 
Mrs, Emanuel of extracts from” the’ Jacksonville Festival. 


"It was rather surprising that Jacksonville. electéd - +5 perform the 
wedding music from "} Village Romeo & Juliet" which seems incharacter- 
istic Delius. . Howeyer, despite, some preliminary qualms abouts. the. . 
suitability of” ‘the -é tcelof this {ten, “the. extpact - ‘proved more. 
interesting than, Sxpectoad, . Perhaps ‘it ‘te -only. Yn comp ér isdn: With | ; 
the other musfié in‘the Opera that the wedding music seéms reathér flat, 
Performed on its.own, the original. impression.. (formed. in the Opera 
Housé) of lack of. ‘opiginality ‘féeded. somewhat.” 


"Having been to the Bradford Céntenary celebrations it was a 
particularly exciting to heer the two extracts from the"Songs of 
Farewell" again, Let us hope that a-recording of this work will soon 
be available. The Jacksonville performence had a piano accompaninept 
which rather reduced the impact of the extracts (particularly “doy, - 
Shipmate, Joy$")}, but the performance was good. The singing of the 
unaccompanied ‘part. songs was. particularly . fine: the songs "Tate 
sung of a Summer Lens: on ‘the. Water" are, sad “Me, vintage Delius.. 


"Bo Liowing the ‘meeting, ‘Derby Delian wag. “unwill{ngly (7) ar égeod 
off to a.local beer-house, following which he was.escorted home by ‘the 
Chairman. Whether this was the Chairman's innate ‘hospitality, or. 
whether he felt that Derby Delian was incapable of finding his way 
home, ig not clear, The-Chairman again entertained ,the.visitor 
among his. family on the following Sunday, and eventually” despetched 
him back to Derby with: Somée-Bartok and Holst (%!) records... (Lt is - 
to be hoped thet ‘the Committee. do. not record a “gote | 6f céensure upon, 
him for thie indiscretion).™ 


“Derby Delian.asked the Chairman whethcr he thought it would be 
a good idea.to. try, to form.a Midlands. Branch of the Society as- 
ppevinciel members COula ‘not attend the London. méetings*regulerly. - 
The Chairman, welcomed | this suggéetion,. ‘and, Derby Delian (whosé name 
and address. are given below) is now éndeavouring to'eflist. the: 
necessery support. ‘Would any members | Living Within’ shooting 
distance of Derdy or Nottingham who’ would be ihtcrésted in 
participating in a Midlands Branch please communicate with © 
Mr. R. B. Kitching, 8 Perk Lane, Allestree, Neer Derby (Phone: 
Derby 57118) /' Please 


"Please do not expect any immediate results as the scheme is 
still. only embryonic, and the first step will be for Dick Kitching 
to buy a tape recorder or enrol e member with onet't 


Chairman's note. I assume that all members of the Society own all 
extant Delius Giscs. Further - Holst and Bartok were near contem- 
peries of Fred's, 


In further explanation of this excellent scheme, Mr. Kitching 
says thet it 1s »roposed thet this branch should te generally adminis- 
tered from London and that, for exammle, all subscriptions would be 
paid direct to our Treasurer, Miss Todd. He continues:~ 


"Although I have two possible venues in mind, it will be 
prefcrable to have alternative venues so that one person does not 
always have the inconvenience of the meeting being at his house," 


There is no doubt thet it would be pleasant for Londoners to 
heve an occasional meeting in a private house, in an easily 
accessible part of London, free from the restrictions of the 
Musicians Union, the Performing Rights Society, Uncle Tom Cobley 
and allf But so far we do not seom to have a member in London 
with either « sufficiently large drawing room, or elastic walls. 


Mr, Walker, a Shropshire member - IT nearly wrote a Shropshire 
lad, but remembered that Delius was one of the few English 
composers who didnot set It to music = délighted us by coming to 
our concert at Leighton House, and has since written us to say thet 
on SUNDAY, 26TH JANUARY, thero is to be a short talk on Delius in 
Music Magazine, by Antony Payne. My. Walker continues: 


"Also I sec that the BBC are broadcasting the beautiful Cello Sonata 
on the 3rd Programme in the week Feb. 15 - 21 with Florence Hooton, 
@ tireloss advocate of it, porforming.” 


Records. 


Roisswues, This month has seen the reissue by Philips of 
two previously deleted records - “Appalachia' and the "Arabesque", 
and "Hassan" and "North Country Sketches", No doubt moet members 
Will alreedy vossess them, but their reissve on a cheap label, at 
21/- each, makes them a bargain, with such marvellous performances 
by Sir Thomas Bescham, For sheer mysticism, 1 find the "Arabesque" 
a fascinating work, perfectly suited to the gramophone record, 


Violin Concerto, This has bocn issued in the U.S..:., under 
the Wostmineter Label, olaeyed by Milton Gerle and the Vienna 
State Opera Orchestra under Zeller. It is backed by the Bloch 
violin concerto, and if any member gets hold of a copy, I should 
be interested to hear how it sounds, (Editor) 


Somta No,3- Mr. Kenneth Holman, a record dealer, has 
written to say thet he now has a Delius (presumably Sonata No. 3 
from previous correspondence) Dohnanyi record for £2. 5. 0. which we 
asked him to put by for any interested member of the Delius Society. 
It may be still be available and members should contact him at 
Ondine House, Wey Road, Weybridge, Surrey, Weybridge 3788. 


/ 788 


ee 
788. Mr. Stafford has kindly pesaed on to us his-colleotion 
of 78 Delius recordings, for distribution where they will “help the 
ceuse of Delius! music”, The Seeretary will be- leased to supply 
a list of these still available to any anton: sid member a - 


Mass of Life. Alas, we heave no news of a veisaue, a this 
work has bcen mentioned again and agein in recent corrcspomence. 
Mr, Kitching reported that he bought the cony advertised in a 
rocent novel site. which leads me on to say that: Mr. Kemet Gray 
reported in November that a score of this work (piano reduction of 
orchestral -part) -ts- held by Edinourgn Public Library. and is doubtless 
available from the Inter-Library Borrowing Service on application. 
Other members who heve referred to this work recently are Dr. Gibson, 
Mr, G. L. Gra ? end Mr, Parfitt. 


"Our. ‘thenke. are due: to Dr. Gibson, Mrg. Swanston and Mr, Friend” 
for material whitch we’ so: much “pegret we are not able, owing” to 
limitations on the size of this newsletter, to include..in this issue. 
This will appear in a later issue, We trust that deapite’ the 
vageries of Christmas post, all members received a gale of our 
Becenber newsletter? ae 


We were very pleased to renew acquaintance with Mr, EB. W.. Clerke 
at Leighton House on the:4th January, ° Ey, & Mre. ‘Clarke made. a.. 
special journey from “Sea Drift", Stubbington;, Fareham, Hants, to. 
attend the concert. Mr. Clerke, one of our first members, was 
present at ovr inaugural meeting in 1962. 


! 


Hoobers sometimes ask WHAT CAI WE DO TO HELP 9 


Thore is how “a Very pruetecal: Way in which heuer: can, by one . 
comparatively small ponutces holp, the Society and Berta in go ce ae 
directions. ; 


It will. be recalled that Mr..Renby offered us some Festival 
programmes, . ‘and. our President ‘cindly- erranged that these: should be 
sont to London without. transport charges to the Society. . These - 
have now béen delivered to my house at 119, Constantine Road; 
sondon, Ne W. 3.4, and I should now tke to cae anan moving again at 
the carliest possible moment . : 


z ‘under stend from the Post. Office that ft would cost about 
1/", at printed reper rate, to send a copy to any address in Great 
Britain, If members would send me-"about l/—" by crossed postal 
order, made out to. the Delius So¢giety,,.any sum-remaining after. 
deduction §f BbStage ‘and ost: Of weaBntng wilt ‘help: spe ‘Sockets! s 
funds. a : 


age e.) oteeet & 
ci " 2 


i -know" ‘thet. ‘Weny members wild already. have. ‘these pagebunees: in 


which case why not-buy 4 copy to pass on. to .a prospective. member, or 
at least well-wisher of the Socicty? 


I solemnly warn members that unless they ere disposed of 
quickly, they will be brought out on every possible occasion - 
unto a third ‘and fourth generation! 

pavinpe ov er seas Houneus would care to send an “international 
reply coupon", and the Society will do the rest? 


/ New Members 


New Members 


We warmly welcome to the Delius Society + 


(120) Peter Chamberlain, Esq:, LiRsA.Ms 
Bryanston School, Ps 
; Blandford, Dorset. 


(121) mee Rita Coleman, - so 
Torquay Gardens, — . whine 
‘Redbridge, nAnOTG Essex. ; 


(122) Eleanor, Lady’ de Montmor encyy _ 
. 35, Leinster Avenue, 
London, 8. V. 14h. - 


Our Editor suggests that if the River Stour in Dorset was & 
little wider end ren slower it would be an ideal setting for "Summer 
Night on the River" but says thet as it is several years since he 
visited Bryanston, he expects to receive en irate lettor from 
Mr. Chamberlain telling him. that. the river is now silting up Bnd is 
‘as Slow-moVing as the Loing!}! 


Our Secretary wishes to thank her good friend Wes Rita esieuies 
who is at wesent helping to type the envelopes for this noWslovtore 


Members will be particularly delighted to know thet Lady de 
Montmorency has become a member as a direct result of our concert, 
ur now momber was, we believe, Mr’, 0! Brien' g Bases 


But we have to admit that some members have dropped out since 
we issued our last members’ list in April 1963. (a revised copy i¢ 
on the Secretary's list of "things to dot"), 


Wo are sorry that they do not feel able to renew their 
subscriptions, Réluctance to part with money can be understood 
in some circumstances, but not when real value is being offered for: 
Tt. And this we are always trying to give. 


So if any.-other nembers are becoming faint-hearted, why not 
write to the Consumer Council before resigning from the Society? 
They might tell you that our product is still the Peay buy, 
whichever way you look at it. 


This lapse into commercial jargon is regretted. But we do 
have a wonderful product, and with members’ assistance, we hope to 
increase our shere of tho nusical market. : 

We have just received fromMr, Orr, one of our tiembers, copies 
of some correspondenee between himselr and Delius frou -1916~1921, 
which our Treasurer, to whom they were sont, teks” its are. 
"fascinating" reading. We thank Mr, Orr for th¥s2kind gosture. 
Recopies of this correspondence will of course bi poet ed over to 
Mr. Rodney Meadows for the Society's library. 


DAVID SIMMONS - 
Chairman 


